December 1, 2015
Dear Senator/Representative,

We write to express our opposition to proposals that would effectively halt the resettlement of Syrian and
Iraqi refugees in the United States following the terrorist attacks in Paris. We believe that America can and
should continue to provide refuge to those fleeing violence and persecution without compromising the
security and safety of our nation. To do otherwise would be contrary to our nation’s traditions of openness
and inclusivity, and would undermine our core objective of combating terrorism.

The process that refugees undergo in order to be deemed eligible for resettlement in the United States is
robust and thorough. They are vetted more intensively than any other category of traveler, and this vetting
is conducted while they are still overseas. Those seeking resettlement are screened by national and
international intelligence agencies; their fingerprints and other biometric data are checked against terrorist
and criminal databases; and they are interviewed several times over the course of the vetting process, which
takes 18-24 months and often longer.

Given the stringent measures in place, we are especially concerned by proposals that would derail or further
delay the resettlement of Iraqis who risked their lives to work with the U.S. military and other U.S.
organizations. These refugees were given priority access to U.S. resettlement under the Refugee Crisis in Iraq
Act. The United States has a moral obligation to protect them.

We must remain vigilant to keep our nation safe from terrorists, whether foreign or homegrown, and from
violence in all its forms. At the same time, we must remain true to our values. These are not mutually
exclusive goals. In fact, resettlement initiatives help advance U.S. national security interests by supporting
the stability of our allies and partners that are struggling to host large numbers of refugees.

Refugees are victims, not perpetrators, of terrorism. Categorically refusing to take them only feeds the
narrative of ISIS that there is a war between Islam and the West, that Muslims are not welcome in the United
States and Europe, and that the ISIS caliphate is their true home. We must make clear that the United States
rejects this worldview by continuing to offer refuge to the world’s most vulnerable people, regardless of
their religion or nationality.
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